
 

Weekly Lobbying Articles 

June 2, 2017 

My Statesman 
May 25, 2017 

Bills aimed at restricting lobbyists die in Texas House 

http://www.mystatesman.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/bills-aimed-restricting-lobbyists-die-
texas-house/MBADBARJZA8PlCNRnw6G1K/ 

When meetings of the Texas House stretch late into the night, some legislators take breaks from the action 
by walking out the back of the House chamber, taking the elevator down to the basement and enjoying 
some food or a drink in what’s known as Club Geren. 

In Room GW.15, the office of state Rep. Charlie Geren, lawmakers, staffers and lobbyists mingle behind 
closed doors as the people’s business is conducted two floors above. Sometimes Geren pays for the food 
and alcohol. Sometimes the lobbyists pay, Geren said. 

The Fort Worth Republican, who first took office in 2000, is a trusted lieutenant of House Speaker Joe 
Straus, counted on to move legislation. But after he was tasked with quarterbacking a package of ethics 
reform bills demanded by Gov. Greg Abbott and swiftly approved by the Senate, three measures never 
made it to the House floor for a vote. 

Straus “trusted Charlie Geren to do what the members would tolerate. No more, no less,” said Craig 
McDonald, director of the left-leaning ethics watchdog group Texans for Public Justice. “There’s no 
evidence that they went to bat for these bills.” 

Geren said the bills that appear likely to become law are a significant step forward. “We’re further along 
than we were when we got out two years ago, and I’m pleased with that, and I think some of the measures 
that we passed are very important,” he said. 

The three proposals landing in the legislative trash bin would have created a two-year ban on retiring 
lawmakers becoming lobbyists, prohibited local elected officials from becoming state-level lobbyists and 
made it more difficult for lobbyists to hide which officials they are wining and dining. 

The three bills that appear likely to cross the finish line would strip state pensions from elected officials 
convicted on corruption charges, require candidates and officeholders to disclose whether their 
businesses get government contracts and prohibit recently retired lawmakers who become lobbyists from 
making political donations from their old campaign fundraising accounts. 

For government watchdogs like McDonald, who had reason for optimism at the beginning of the 
legislative session, the deaths of the three bills in the House is an echo of 2015, when Abbott first called 
for ethics reform but the House killed a far-reaching omnibus ethics bill. 
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“It’s the second session in a row that Abbott’s emergency call for reforms has been largely ignored,” 
McDonald said. “Out of those six (bills), three of them survived. I don’t think those are the most 
significant.” 

Geren, who carried four of the six bills in the House, including two that died, deflected blame to the 
committee where his measures got bottled up: the Calendars Committee, which determines which bills 
come to the floor and when. “You would have to ask the chairman of the committee where the bills died,” 
he said. 

Calendars Committee Chairman Todd Hunter, another top Straus lieutenant, said he couldn’t remember 
why in particular the other ethics bills didn’t pass. 

“Bills come into the committee. Not all of the bills come out,” Hunter, R-Corpus Christi, said. “There’s 
really nothing more to say.” 

Carol Birch, legislative counsel for the Texas chapter of the good government group Public Citizen, said 
that Geren, who sits on the Calendars Committee, was well-positioned to ensure the bills moved forward 
if he wanted them to. 

“When a powerful member on the House Calendars Committee does not get his priority bills out of 
Calendars, it’s pretty safe to assume that that was the desired result,” she said. 

‘Boot camp for the lobby’ 

The fundamental dynamic of this legislative session is the conflict between the Straus-led House, which 
reflects the business-friendly and moderate GOP of the George W. Bush era, and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, a 
former talk-radio host who is a social and Christian conservative. 

While Patrick, who leads the Senate, has drawn plenty of criticism from outside of his base for pushing 
proposals such as the measure restricting transgender bathroom use, he gets high marks for tackling 
ethics reform. The ethics reform package, authored by Sen. Van Taylor, R-Plano, was the first legislation 
passed by the Senate this year. 

“Some elements of the tea party or the more conservative politicians these days are more supportive of 
good government reform and ethics reform than some of the older-school legislators and moderates,” 
McDonald said. 

In part because lieutenant governors have more direct control over the Senate than speakers do over the 
House, the Senate is dominated by the personality and priorities of Patrick. The House, on the other hand, 
reflects Straus’ decentralized leadership style and his willingness to accommodate big business. 

Straus’ chief of staff, Patricia Shipton, is a former lobbyist, and his previous chief of staff, Jesse Ancira Jr., 
is a current lobbyist. Five Straus-appointed House committee leaders who retired after the last legislative 
session are now lobbying their former colleagues and have earned $775,000 to $1.7 million from clients 
in the first four months of 2017, according to a recent Texans for Public Justice report. 

“It’s a boot camp for the lobby,” McDonald said of the House leadership. “The past would show you that 
the leadership has an interest in returning as lobbyists and because of that, it’s no surprise that the 
leadership didn’t go to bat for these bills.” 

A spokesman for Straus didn’t respond to a request for comment. 

For Geren, the issue of regulating lobbyist activity hits close to home: He is in a long-term romantic 
relationship with lobbyist Mindy Ellmer, which has led to conflict-of-interest questions. A recent KXAN 
investigation found that Geren this year sponsored a bill that would help one of Ellmer’s clients, AT&T, 
and has been approved by both chambers. 



“I have not tried to hide that for the 12 years that we’ve dated,” he said. “She doesn’t lobby me. Never 
has, never will.” 

Asked if he thought the lobby’s influence on the Legislature was a problem, Geren said, “No.” 

Abbott priority 

After promising to address the issue on the campaign trail in 2014, Abbott has twice listed ethics reform 
as an emergency item in his State of the State address, which allows lawmakers to fast-track bills on that 
subject and builds political pressure on them to address it. 

In 2015, a far-reaching omnibus bill by Taylor died over disagreements about the issue of so-called dark 
money, political spending by nonprofits that aren’t required to disclose their donors. Geren and other 
members of the House leadership, who have been targeted by conservative dark money organizations, 
supported increasing disclosure of spending by those groups, but Abbott and Senate Republicans did not. 

Taylor and Geren didn’t propose addressing dark money this year to increase the chances of passing other 
measures. 

Taylor’s Senate Bill 500, which strips pensions from officials convicted on felony corruption charges and 
makes it easier to remove them from office, has been sent to Abbott. Both chambers have approved and 
will likely soon send to Abbott House Bill 501 by Rep. Giovanni Capriglione, R-Southlake, which 
strengthens reporting requirements for state politicians who make money from contracts with local 
governments through their private businesses, and Geren’s HB 505, prohibiting lawmakers-turned-
lobbyists from using their campaign coffers. 

Asked about the defeat of the other half of the package he authored, Taylor would say only that he was 
proud of his Senate colleagues. 

The House this year also generated its own ethics reform measures, including ones that targeted the 
executive branch, that never got the blessing of Abbott or Patrick. HB 3305 by Rep. Lyle Larson, R-San 
Antonio, would prohibit the governor from appointing his big-dollar campaign donors to state agency 
boards, which the Texas Tribune reported Abbott has done 71 times since taking office in 2015. The House 
approved the measure, but the Senate hasn’t taken it up. 

Patrick and Abbott didn’t respond to requests for comment. 

Democrat & Chronicle 
May 26, 2017 

With lobbyists, big-money interests cover their bets in NY 

http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2017/05/26/lobbyists-big-money-
interests-cover-their-bets-ny/102159744/ 

At the state Capitol, it's not who you know, but who you hire. 

When big-spending interests need something done in Albany, they don't simply turn to a single lobbyist. 

Companies and special-interest groups spread the wealth, often opting for a team of high-dollar lobbying 
firms, each with their own close, unique connections to a particular New York leader, party or legislative 
house that could help their cause, a review of state records by the USA Today Network's Albany Bureau 
found. 

 Such is the state of play at the Capitol, where access pays and lobbying remains an indestructible 
institution. 
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"The line between lobbying competence and hot-wired contacts is blurry," said Blair Horner, legislative 
director of the New York Public Interest Research Group, which lobbies for good-government reforms. "It 
may well be that in some cases, these people do have expertise. But often, Albany's lobbying community 
sells access, and that underscores part of the problem in Albany." 

Examples abound 

Take DraftKings and FanDuel, for example. 

The giants of the daily fantasy sports industry were faced with a New York shutdown in 2015, when state 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman accused them of running afoul of the state's ban on most forms of 
gambling. 

So the companies turned to state lawmakers for help — and the lobbyists that know them best. 

The companies — which now have plans to merge — pooled their resources to hire at least nine different 
lobbying and public-relations firms, paying out more than $800,000 in lobbying expenses in 2015 and 
2016, including at least $400,000 for advertising, a review of lobbying records from the state Joint 
Commission on Public Ethics showed. 

That includes Patrick B. Jenkins & Associates, whose namesake is a close personal friend of Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie dating back 30 years, when both attended Stony Brook University. 

Also included were Cordo & Company and Riddett Associates, whose principals were once counsel to 
Senate Republicans; The Parkside Group, which helps run political campaigns for Senate Democrats; and 
The MirRam Group, which helped whip support for Heastie's successful bid for speaker in 2015. 

The push paid off: The Legislature and Gov. Andrew Cuomo approved a law last year allowing daily fantasy 
sports contests in New York. 

Complicated control 

New York's complicated legislative power structure makes the multiple-lobbyist strategy necessary in 
New York, according to Jeremy Kudon, a lawyer who has led DraftKings and FanDuel's lobbying strategy 
across the country. 

Republicans control the closely divided Senate, while Democrats lead the Assembly. 

Democrats in the Senate, meanwhile, are split: One sits with the Republicans; eight sit with the 
Independent Democratic Conference, which is allied with the GOP; and 23 sit with the main Democratic 
conference. 

So FanDuel and DraftKings looked to have a lobbyist with ties to each faction of the Legislature in order 
to ensure their message was getting through, said Kudon, a partner with law firm Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe, which has its headquarters in San Francisco. 

"It's important for someone like us, who had this must-pass bill," he said. 

"We wanted to make sure that we were getting the access and opportunity to meet with the legislators 
and that they were being educated and talked to by people they trusted." 

Ride-hailing money 

It was a similar story for Uber and Lyft, the ride-hailing companies that led an aggressive lobbying push to 
allow them to expand statewide. 

The companies hired more than 13 lobbying firms in New York over the past four years, spending more 
than $4.4 million, though more than a quarter of that was on advertising. 



Much like fantasy sports, the push paid off: New York's new ride-hailing law is poised to take effect June 
29. 

It's not just companies, either. 

The city of Yonkers has two lobbying firms under contract. 

One is Patricia Lynch Associates, whose namesake was once a close aide to former Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver. The other is Dickinson & Avella, whose partners once worked as attorneys for Senate 
Democrats and Republicans, respectively. 

Lobbyist on the rise 

Jenkins, meanwhile, was hired by both Uber and the fantasy sports companies. 

A former aide to Heastie, Jenkins has seen a sharp increase in lobbying compensation that has coincided 
with his friend's rise to power. 

Jenkins started his own lobbying firm in late 2012. In his first full year in 2013, he reported $238,000 in 
compensation, followed by $331,500 in 2014, according to state records. 

Heastie took over as speaker in early 2015. That year, Jenkins' firm collected $872,830. Last year, it 
collected about $1.5 million through mid-October. 

Jenkins' client list grew, too, from five in 2013 to more than 25 last year, including major accounting firms 
KPMG and PriceWaterhouseCooper. 

His contract with his biggest client, the powerful Trial Lawyers Association, predates Heastie's rise to 
power. 

Reached by phone, Jenkins declined comment. 

A spokesman for Heastie, D-Bronx, said the speaker only follows the direction of the Assembly's 108-
member Democratic conference. 

"The Speaker is friends with a lot of people, but at the end of the day the conference decides the merits 
of a bill and that is well documented under Speaker Heastie's leadership," Michael Whyland, the 
spokesman, wrote in an email. 

"He also does not co-sponsor bills so as to not unduly influence legislation or even give the appearance of 
influencing legislation." 

Lobbying rules  

Lobbying is protected under the First Amendment, which guarantees the right to "petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances." 

In New York, lobbyists are forced to register with the state if they reasonably expect to receive more than 
$5,000 in annual compensation. From there, they have to publicly disclose their clients, pay and broad 
topics they lobbied on every two months, as well as any business relationships they have with state 
lawmakers or officials. 

There's no limit on how much lobbyists can be paid. 

State employees who make policy, however, face a two-year ban on lobbying their agency after they leave 
their public job. 

They are banned for life from lobbying on any case, proceeding or transaction they personally worked on 
while with the state. 



Executive ties 

Close lobbying ties aren't limited to the legislative branch. 

Cuomo's top aide, Melissa DeRosa, is the daughter of longtime lobbyist Giorgio DeRosa, who works for 
Bolton St. John's, an Albany firm where her brother also works. 

Her husband is Matt Wing, a former Cuomo aide who is now Uber's corporate communications lead. 

She has repeatedly said she recuses herself from matters involving her family members' clients. 

"This is not a new issue for me — my father went into this line of work over 25 years ago, and I have been 
involved in government and politics for over a decade," she said in an April statement. 

"Regardless of my job title, I have always conducted myself with the highest ethical standards and will 
continue to." 

Bolton St. John's represents dozens of clients in Albany and New York City, including major labor unions 
like 1199 SEIU; the Yonkers public schools; and groups affiliated with the taxi industry like the Committee 
for Taxi Safety and the Upstate Transportation Association, who were among Uber's biggest opponents. 

DeRosa was promoted to secretary, the top position in Cuomo's cabinet, in April. 

Tucson.com 
May 26, 2017 

Lobbyist at center of utility regulator bribery case in Arizona says he's innocent 

http://tucson.com/news/local/lobbyist-at-center-of-utility-regulator-bribery-case-in-
arizona/article_e363db0e-c0b2-58c2-881a-836bfa31ba6c.html 

The lobbyist at the center of a bribery indictment says he’s not guilty of anything, with his attorney 
suggesting there’s a hidden motive behind the allegations. 

In a prepared statement, Jim Norton said he is innocent of the eight charges and is “confident these 
allegations will be shown to be without merit.” 

Attorney Ivan Mathew went a step further, raising questions about the identity of the “unindicted co-
conspirator” who apparently gave prosecutors information linking Norton, former utility regulator Gary 
Pierce, Pierce’s wife, Sherry, and George H. Johnson, the manager of Johnson Utilities. 

“The motivation behind these allegations will become transparent when the identity of the ‘unindicted 
co-conspirator’ is revealed,” Mathew said in his own prepared statement. A spokesman for both Norton 
and Mathew said they would provide no further information or explanations behind Norton’s activities 
outlined in the indictment. 

Separately, the attorney for Pierce and his wife said the indictment should be seen for what it is: simply 
the government using the facts it wants to tell what it thinks happened. 

“I have seen the indictment and have had access to some other information that the government 
possesses,’’ said attorney Tom Henze. “What I see is a picture that has two sides.’’ 

He said the couple will tell their side of the story — but not now. “The time or the place is not in the 
media,’’ Henze said. 

Henze said he, too, thinks that the identity of the unindicted co-conspirator, when that is unmasked, will 
help the public better understand what’s behind the charges. 

“I think it’s obvious,’’ he said. 
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Meanwhile, Democrat gubernatorial hopeful David Garcia is hoping to score points by demanding 
incumbent Gov. Doug Ducey disclose all ties he has had with Norton as well as Johnson who, aside from 
owning a water and sewer company, also is a developer. 

Records show that Norton has given Ducey $9,000 for both his initial gubernatorial run in 2014 as well as 
helping finance his 2018 reelection campaign. 

“He’s known Jim since college,” said Ducey press aide Daniel Scarpinato. But Scarpinato said there is no 
real ongoing relationship between the governor and the lobbyist. 

“In terms of currently, the governor’s really an outsider to the Capitol and to politics,” he said. “He doesn’t 
really spend time with lobbyists, inside or outside of the Capitol.” 

And Scarpinato said Ducey “typically doesn’t take meetings with lobbyists,” saying he leaves those to his 
staff. Scarpinato said he does not know if or when Ducey and Norton have chatted. “But it doesn’t appear 
they’ve formally met in the office,” he said. 

Scarpinato said he is not aware of any contacts or meetings between the governor and Johnson. 

An effort by Johnson to get higher rates, according to the indictment, led to the actions that resulted in 
bribery charges. That starts with a 2010 decision by the five-member ACC to deny a request by Johnson 
Utilities for a rate hike. Part of the request included Johnson passing on to customers the taxes he has to 
pay from the income he received from the company. 

A year later, though, Pierce, along with two other commissioners, voted to increase the value of the 
company, a move that allowed it to collect more from customers. One commissioner abstained; the other 
said there was a “lack of new evidence or information” to overturn the earlier ruling. 

Then in 2012 Pierce wrote a draft policy allowing the owners of companies like Johnson Utilities to 
recovery personal income taxes through rates. That change was approved in 2013. 

The indictment says that beginning in 2011 Johnson, working with Norton, provided $31,500 to Pierce and 
his wife in exchange for “favorable and unlawful official actions on matters before the Arizona Corporation 
Commission.” 

One piece of information missing from the indictment is the identity of that “unindicted co-conspirator.” 
According to the legal papers, it was that person, acting under the direction of Johnson and Norton, who 
had Sherry Pierce submit monthly invoices for approximately $3,500 for what the indictment calls “simple 
tasks.” 

The money’s source was Johnson, funneled through the consulting firm of the unindicted co-conspirator 
to Sherry Pierce, the indictment says. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

May 29, 2017 

Lack of gift ban for Pa.'s legislators continues to miff critics 

http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2017/05/29/pennsylvania-laws-government-gift-
ban/stories/201705290018 

Overseas trips, tickets to sporting events and free entry into black-tie galas. Airfare to conferences around 
the country and corporate donations to community events they sponsor. 
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These are but some of the gifts, lodging and hospitality that Pennsylvania lawmakers reported on their 
annual disclosure forms this month, even as protesters converged on the Capitol to demonstrate the 
legislature’s steadfast refusal to ban elected officials from accepting such largesse. 

The forms, which list gifts received in 2016, show a handful of lawmakers traveled to places such as New 
Zealand and Hawaii, at times for conferences. Others accepted sporting tickets, which they then shared 
with people in their districts. 

In Pennsylvania, which critics often flog as having the weakest gift regulations in the nation, it’s all legal. 
As long as elected officials do not promise official action in return, and report the gifts on annual 
statements of financial interest, they can, in theory, accept anything from a dinner to a trip. 

“This issue, the gift ban issue, this is the root of all issues,” said Emmie DiCicco, spokeswoman for March 
on Harrisburg, a Philadelphia-based group that advocates for good government reforms, including a gift 
ban. “If we don’t tackle corruption and our crumbling democracy, we will never see progress on other 
critical issues.” 

Last week, her group walked more than 100 miles from Philadelphia to the Capitol to protest the 
legislature’s inaction on gift ban legislation. They chanted. They formed human chains. They staged sit-
ins. 

Before it was over, 26 members of the group were arrested, most charged with disorderly conduct. And 
they received little assurance that the legislature would vote on a bill, now stuck in a House committee, 
that would prohibit lawmakers from accepting gifts from people seeking contracts, grants, loans or 
legislation. 

Gift-ban proposals have languished in the legislature for years, despite public calls for reforms. Former 
legislators say lawmakers resist changes because they enjoy the perks of the job, including being wined 
and dined by lobbyists and others with an interest in state government. 

Rep. Rick Saccone, R-Allegheny, who authored the gift ban bill, said he finds that mind-boggling. 

“I have at least 20 lobbyist groups that have never taken me out for anything,” he said. “They come to my 
office, they make their pitch and they go away. And that is how it should be.” 

Still, the gift-ban issue gained traction and urgency after a 2014 scandal that revealed some House 
members had accepted envelopes stuffed with cash from an undercover informant posing as a lobbyist 
for law enforcement. 

Both chambers clamored to change their rules to prohibit cash gifts — but then the fervor to pass stronger 
bans dulled, and the issue got pushed to the legislative back-burner. 

As it stands, Pennsylvania’s law places no limit on the size or number of gifts. Elected officials need only 
disclose gifts worth $250 or more, and transportation and hospitality worth $650 or more. Often, they 
provide few details about a gift other than its worth and who paid for it — and sometimes, it’s hard to 
even discern that much from their reports. 

In 2016, members of the House and Senate took in tens of thousands of dollars in gifts and hospitality, 
their financial interest statements show. 

Rep. Eli Evankovich, R-Westmoreland. reported accepting what appears to be a $5,987 trip from New 
Zealand’s Parliament, as well as $2,363 in lodging, transportation and hospitality from the American 
Council of Young Political Leaders, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that seeks to introduce “rising 
political and policy professionals to international affairs and to each other,” according to its website. 



Mr. Evankovich said he was interested in the American Council of Young Political Leaders trip to New 
Zealand because that country is a leading destination for immigrants seeking jobs. 

“The entire reason I went was to find out is there something New Zealand is doing that Pennsylvania could 
emulate,” he said. 

Trip members traveled around, staying in a different hotel each night, and meeting with local officials and 
members of parliament to learn how New Zealand approaches governing. 

“There was no room to breathe,” he said. “This wasn’t a leisurely trip.” 

Rep. Jordan Harris, D-Philadelphia, claimed a $750 gift from the host of a festival in Nigeria. 

In an interview Tuesday, Mr. Harris said he traveled to Nigeria to receive a humanitarian award for his 
legislative work on criminal justice issues from a Nigerian king who last year had visited the Pennsylvania 
legislature. 

He said the trip held both professional value and personal meaning. He believes the trip will help create 
new business and educational opportunities between Pennsylvanians and Nigerians, including the 
possibility of launching college-based student exchange programs between the Nigeria and state-based 
schools. 

But he also said it has sparked a quest to try and discover whether his ancestors hail from the country. 

“Do you know where your family is from? I don’t,” said Mr. Harris. “Our history was stolen from us. I have 
to identify with the whole continent. I am African American.” 

He said when the Nigerian king looked at him upon giving him the award, he said: “You, my brother, look 
Nigerian.” Others he met there told him the same thing. 

Rep. Angel Cruz, D-Philadelphia, reported receiving $10,193.02 in transportation and hospitality from the 
National Hispanic Caucus of State Legislators, including for a December summit in Waikiki, Hawaii. 

In an interview last week, Mr. Cruz, who is the organization’s president, said he has to attend its 
conferences. He said the events are no game: He required members to check in at hearings and speaking 
engagements to make sure they were there. 

If were up to him, Cruz said, he would not have chosen to hold the event in Hawaii, saying it took too long 
to get there. But the organization’s previous president had made a commitment to members from Hawaii 
to hold the meeting there, in conjunction with the 75th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, he said. 

“The conferences we go to and attend help us understand how we can be helpful to the people we 
represent,” he said. 

Several Republican legislators, including Rep. Chris Dush of Jefferson County and Rep. Brian Ellis of Butler 
County, accepted lodging and hospitality for meetings, summits and conferences from the American 
Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), a membership organization of state legislators who believe in limited 
government, free markets and federalism. 

House Speaker Mike Turzai, R-Allegheny, reported no gifts — just a plane ride, worth $2,681.99, from 
Penn Waste Inc. The company is owned by Sen. Scott Wagner, R-York — someone Mr. Turzai, who is 
seriously considering a run for governor next year, would have to edge out in the primary to win the 
Republican nomination. 

House Republican spokesman Steve Miskin said Mr. Turzai accepted the plane ride because he was 
crunched for time trying to make the wedding of a staffer in another part of the state. Mr. Turzai 
appreciated that Mr. Wagner stepped up to help him out, according to Mr. Miskin. 



Mr. Saccone, the sponsor of the House bill that would ban most gifts, said the goal is to prevent lobbyists 
from trying to influence lawmakers with gifts, meals and other enticements. 

But he said changing the culture in Harrisburg will only come if voters press their legislators to do so — it 
is not something that will happen organically. 

“If it gets to the floor, it will pass,” said Mr. Saccone. “Who can stand there on the floor of the House and 
say, ‘No, I think we should keep these gifts?’ They could, but I guarantee those people will be in jeopardy 
with their own taxpayers.” 

The Arizona Republic 
May 31, 2017 

Arizona attorney general investigating Phoenix law firm's falsified lobbying documents 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2017/05/31/arizona-attorney-general-
investigation-burch-cracchiolo-law-firm-phoenix/356873001/ 

The Arizona Attorney General's Office is conducting a criminal investigation into an incident in which 
a high-profile law firm filed falsified documents with the city of Phoenix. 

In January, The Arizona Republic reported the firm Burch & Cracchiolo had violated the city’s lobbying 
ordinance and had filed falsified documents to make it appear it had complied. 

The firm, a presence in Phoenix's legal community for decades, later withdrew those documents. Firm 
President Ed Bull said the documents were prepared by a non-attorney staffer. 

On Tuesday, the Attorney General’s Office confirmed the matter is the subject of a criminal probe. 
However, the office would not release details about the status or scope of the inquiry. 

“All I can confirm is our criminal division is investigating the matter,” Mia Garcia, spokeswoman for 
Attorney General Mark Brnovich, said in an email in response to a question about whether the office has 
investigated the falsified documents. “We can’t comment any further.” 

Burch & Cracchiolo declined to comment about the investigation.  

Bull said in January: "No attorney prepared, signed or notarized the 2015 and 2016 reports and affidavit; 
instead, they were provided to us by a member of our staff who told us the reports had been prepared 
and mailed to the City Clerk’s office." 

The inquiry is the second attorney general investigation involving activity at Phoenix City Hall that The 
Republic has confirmed in the past two weeks. 

The incident also led city officials to realize Phoenix's existing lobbyist ordinance cannot be enforced — 
which city officials said prevented them from penalizing anyone at the firm. 

The revelation pushed City Council members to vote last week to strengthen and expand regulations on 
paid lobbying at City Hall. The new rules are expected to take effect July 1. 

Separate legal issue 

Although Phoenix did not prosecute anyone at Burch & Cracchiolo for not complying with lobbyist 
regulations, the issue of falsified documents is a separate legal matter. 

Filing false documents with a government agency can be a felony offense. 
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Earlier this month, The Republic asked Phoenix City Attorney Brad Holm whether the city had considered 
taking any action over the fake documents, but he said it’s not within the jurisdiction of the city to 
prosecute felonies. 

Any felony prosecution related to falsifying documents would be the jurisdiction of the attorney general 
or the Maricopa County attorney, he said. 

Holm said the city didn't refer the matter to the Attorney General’s Office. He said there was a reason the 
city didn’t do so, but he was “not at liberty” to discuss it.  

As of Tuesday evening, it was unclear what triggered the attorney general’s investigation and which 
individual people were the subject. 

Why law firm came under scrutiny 

Phoenix officials began scrutinizing the lobbyist registration status of Burch & Cracchiolo and another 
lobbyist earlier this year. 

The issue arose after a City Council vote on a controversial proposal to pay a developer about $1.2 million 
for storm-water culverts built on private property in Ahwatukee Foothills. The council denied that request. 

But two lobbyists for the developer who sought to influence council members drew attention afterward. 

The developer had hired lobbyists who, according to the city, weren't registered. Those lobbyists 
were lawyer Bull and political consultant Joe Villasenor, a former city staffer. 

Phoenix city code requires paid lobbyists to register, disclose their clients and disclose campaign 
contributions or gifts they give to elected officials. The intent is to provide transparency. 

The law firm had not registered since 2014, and Villasenor was last registered as a lobbyist in 2011, city 
officials said in January. 

At first, Burch & Cracchiolo insisted it had complied with the city’s lobbyist-reporting rules. The firm filed 
a signed affidavit with the City Clerk's Office contending it had submitted nine separate filings over the 
past two years, which would have put the firm in compliance with the city. 

Holm, the city attorney, said those documents were falsified and backdated. 

Letterhead exposed false documents 

Emails between the firm and Phoenix officials show Holm looked at the documents and compared them 
with the letterhead from official correspondence the law firm sent to the city in previous years. Holm 
contacted Bull to question inconsistencies in the names of attorneys listed on the letterhead. 

"Check the stationery submitted to us last week against your stationery in 2015 and 2016," Holm wrote 
in one email obtained by The Republic via a public-records request. "They are different." 

In another email, to city employees, Holm described his initial conversation with Bull about the falsified 
documents. 

"Bull’s office is still asserting that they filed all of the documents covered by the secretary’s affidavit," 
Holm wrote. "Yet he admitted last night that the secretary backdated and digitally signed the 2015 and 
2016 cover letters." 

Burch & Cracchiolo later withdrew the forms. Bull said the firm originally thought its reports were lost in 
the mail or inadvertently misplaced but later realized that wasn’t true. 



Bull said no attorney prepared, signed or notarized the documents, though the documents bear what 
appears to be the electronic signature of firm attorney Clare Abel. Bull said she did not sign the documents 
"nor authorized anyone to sign her name to those reports." The firm says she was on family leave when 
the documents were created. 

The staff member who signed the affidavit no longer works at Burch & Cracchiolo, The Republic was told 
by the law firm Tuesday. 

Burch & Cracchiolo later filed the proper registration.  

Meanwhile, Villasenor's attorney insisted that Villasenor mailed lobbyist registration forms for 2016 and 
2017 but said the documents were somehow lost or not properly logged by the city clerk.  

Villasenor filed another registration form with the city in May. But his registration was still pending 
because Villasenor has yet to provide corporation commission documents the city requested, according 
to the City Clerk’s Office. 

Kory Langhofer, his attorney, has said the city cannot reject Villasenor’s registration based on corporate 
domiciliary filings. Villasenor’s business, domiciled in Delaware, is filing with the Arizona Corporation 
Commission, Langhofer said. 

The new investigation into the law firm is the second probe involving the city of Phoenix publicly 
confirmed by the attorney general in the past two weeks. 

The first involved Councilman Michael Nowakowski, who is accused of not properly disclosing a conflict 
of interest in a deal involving the sale of a prime piece of city-owned land. He has denied any wrongdoing. 

Atlanta Journal Constitution 
May 31, 2017 

Georgia strategist Johnson launches new firm 

http://politics.blog.myajc.com/2017/05/31/georgia-strategist-johnson-launches-new-firm/ 

Political strategist Tharon Johnson announced a new bipartisan shop on Wednesday with plans to plunge 
back into campaign politics while also keeping one foot in the lobbying business. 

Johnson, who led Kasim Reed’s  successful bid for Atlanta mayor in 2009 and was Barack Obama’s 2012 
southern regional director, said his firm – the Paramount Consulting Group – will give him a “better 
platform” to help Democrats and Republicans win elections. 

“I’m passionate about public policy, advocacy and politics,” he said. “This is a great opportunity for me to 
put my years of experience on the local and national stage to work for a diverse set of clients.” 

Johnson previously was among a trio of three well-known operatives who left mega-firm Denton’s in 2015 
to start Greenberg Traurig’s lobbyist practice. His new company will focus on lobbying, media relations, 
government affairs and other services. 

Johnson is a prominent voice in Georgia political circles, and he briefly flirted with a bid to lead the state 
Democratic Party in 2015. Aside from the Reed and Obama roles, he also has worked as a campaign aide 
to Rep. John Lewis and DeKalb chief executive Michael Thurmond. 

Arizona Republic 
May 31, 2017 

Indicted lobbyist steps away from firm as clients flee 

http://politics.blog.myajc.com/2017/05/31/georgia-strategist-johnson-launches-new-firm/


http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2017/05/31/indicted-lobbyist-steps-away-firm-
clients-flee-jim-norton/359334001/ 

In the wake of a federal indictment, Jim Norton will step away from his well-connected lobbying and 
political consulting firm to focus on his legal defense, according to a letter sent to clients. 

The move by Norton, whose friendly relationship with Gov. Doug Ducey and Republican lawmakers has 
helped make him one of the top lobbyists at the state Capitol, aims to blunt damage to the 2-year-old firm 
from last week's indictment. 

Kelsey Lundy, a partner at Axiom Public Affairs, will step in as the firm's managing partner until Norton "is 
fully exonerated," according to the letter obtained by The Arizona Republic. 

Lundy thanked clients for their "loyalty and trust" amid the controversy.  

"While we firmly and unequivocally believe allegations made in the federal indictment ... are incomplete 
and fundamentally flawed, we also recognize the gravity of this situation and its effect on the impeccable 
reputation of Jim Norton and our firm," Lundy wrote. "As such, Jim has informed our team that he will 
focus his time and efforts entirely on his legal defense. He will be taking a leave of absence from Axiom 
Public Affairs, effective immediately." 

Neither the firm nor its employees "have been implicated," Lundy wrote.  

Norton was indicted along with three others in U.S. District Court for their part in an alleged bribery 
scheme. Federal prosecutors accuse Norton of being "a conduit" for bribes that water-company owner 
George Johnson allegedly paid to former Arizona Corporation Commission Chairman Gary Pierce and his 
wife, Sharry Ann Pierce. Authorities say the money helped secure commission approval of higher rates for 
Johnson Utilities in the East Valley and Pinal County.  

Norton has maintained his innocence, yet several of the firm's clients have begun to suspend or sever 
their ties with Axiom. By Wednesday afternoon, his name and biography had been removed from the 
firm's website. 

Clients leaving 

A day after news of the indictment broke, the city of Phoenix sent a letter to Norton stating it intended to 
cut ties with the firm, which worked for the city on water and environmental issues. 

"Upon information and belief, Jim Norton has been served with an indictment, which will interfere and 
compromise his availability and ability to perform and carry out his duties in breach" of the city's 
agreement with the firm, according to the letter. The city demanded that Axiom deliver written 
confirmation to the city's law department by 5 p.m. Wednesday that the breach of contract was fixed. 

The Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the umbrella organization for the state's highest-profile 
businesses, quietly dropped the firm on Monday, according to Secretary of State's Office records.  

Airbnb Inc., the San Francisco-based home-sharing service, told The Republic that it terminated its 
contract with Axiom on Wednesday. Axiom had served as the company's lobbyist since November 2015. 

A representative for the Arizona Coyotes said Axiom no longer works for the NHL team. 

The Maricopa County Community Colleges District decided in March not to renew its contracts set to 
expire on June 30, according to spokesman Matt Hasson.  

"After learning of the indictment, Maricopa made the decision to exercise our 15-day option and will 
terminate that particular contract on June 9, 2017," he wrote.  
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State records indicate UnitedHealthcare's relationship with the firm ended on May 30. 

Arizona Public Service Co. spokesman Jim McDonald could not immediately provide details about the 
company's relationship with Axiom. 

A representative for Honeywell wrote in a statement that the allegations against Norton "have nothing to 
do with the work he or his firm has done for Honeywell.” 

Other Axiom clients listed with the Secretary of State did not respond to The Republic's requests for 
comment, including Rebecca Gau, executive director of public school advocacy group Stand for Children, 
pharmaceutical company Alkermes, and the Arizona Automobile Dealers Association. 

Penobscot Bay Pilot 
May 31, 2017 

Legislature kills proposal to prevent lobbyist contributions to lawmakers 

http://www.penbaypilot.com/article/legislature-kills-proposal-prevent-lobbyist-contributions-
lawmakers/87053 

Maine lawmakers have killed a proposal to ban legislators, the governor and Constitutional officers — and 
candidates for those positions — from accepting donations from lobbyists. 

The bill, titled An Act To Limit the Influence of Lobbyists by Expanding the Prohibition on Accepting 
Political Contributions, was defeated in both the Maine Senate and House on May 24 and 25, respectively. 
Members of both parties, in both chambers, voted against the measure. 

Sen. Justin Chenette (D-Saco), who sponsored the bill, said he was disappointed though not surprised by 
the outcome. Both Republicans and Democrats, he said, receive money from lobbyists who are attempting 
to influence their votes. 

"There's really not a lot of incentive to mutually disarm," Chenette said. "Because both parties play into a 
broken system, because they both play the big-money game, there is little to no accountability." 

State law already prohibits lawmakers from accepting donations from lobbyists during the legislative 
session, but Chenette's bill would have made the ban year-round. 

In testimony in favor of the bill, Andrew Bossie, executive director of Maine Citizens for Clean Elections, 
an advocacy group, said lobbyists play an important role in government — but that allowing them to make 
financial contributions to candidates left recipients with a sense of "financial indebtedness" that could 
work against the public interest. 

"We don't object to lobbying," Bossie said. "We do have a problem, however, when lobbying gets 
intertwined with financial contributions." 

At least five other states have laws banning contributions from lobbyists. But those who testified against 
the bill said Chenette's measure unfairly prevented lobbyists from partaking in the political process in the 
same way as their fellow citizens. 

"I believe that a person should be able to participate in the political process and contribute to 
candidates...and not be restricted due to their status as a registered lobbyist," wrote Alex Titcomb, of 
West Gardiner, in testimony filed with the legislature. 

In March, the Maine Center for Public Interest Reporting (now Pine Tree Watch) showed that lobbyists 
and legislators have found ways to legally undermine the spirit of laws limiting lobbyist influence, giving 
private interests continued opportunities to spread their money around the statehouse. 
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The problem isn't going away, Chenette said — and neither are his efforts to reform the state's campaign-
finance system. 

"I view this as a long-term fight." 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 


